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JESSICA RUSS
GEOPELIE DIAMANT

For her second exhibition at the gallery, Jessica Russ' practice takes a more floral turn.
Entitled Géopélie Diamant in homage to one of the inhabitants of the aviaries opposite
her studio in the Parc de Mon-Repos, this exhibition highlights more than ever what the
artist has developed as one of the two constitutive elements of her practice: the
immoderate use of colour, with increasingly pastel and luminous mixtures.

Her recent compositions are becoming more complex, with the association of shapes
and colours becoming denser to the point of losing sight of any possible hierarchy
between the background of the canvas and its subject. In the canvases presented here,
the artist guides us somewhat in our reading by highlighting the forms she wishes to
bring to the fore. In so doing, the distance that might previously have existed in some of
her compositions fades away, in favour of a focus on the subject of the canvas.

The second aspect of Jessica Russ's practice is the search for ambiguity of form, which
develops exponentially in her canvases. To achieve this, she has created a database of
photographs taken on walks, screen captures and notes, all visual supports that serve as
a starting point.

The interweaving of all the elements present on the canvas takes the direction of a
certain elusive figuration. More than ever, pareidolia, the process that occurs when visual
stimuli lead us to recognize a familiar form in a landscape, a cloud or smoke, is present
in her paintings, giving them an effect akin to optical illusion. In these a priori abstract
forms, a kind of mental landscape for the artist, a myriad of apparitions, more or less
organic, vegetal and sometimes corporeal, are made and unmade in the viewer's head.
Each viewer can receive the image according to their own experience of the moment and
the composition. The possible re-readings of the work are infinite.

Originally from Nyon, Jessica Russ (1988) lives and works in Lausanne. She began her
Visual Arts at the ECAL in 2008, followed by a Master's at the HEAD. In 2019 she receives
the Alice Bailly Prize and the City of Nyon Prize. Other solo exhibitions include
Undertones at the Duane Thomas gallery in New York (2023), Sun Salutation at the
Heinzer Reszler gallery (2022), and Versicolor at Standard Deluxe (2021), an independent
art space in Lausanne. She has taken part in numerous group exhibitions, including Des
seins a dessein at the Espace Arlaud (2020) and Bruits de fond at the Villa Bernasconi in
Geneva (2014). More recently, Unique et multiple at the MCBA in Lausanne, an exhibition
of a selection of recent BCV acquisitions, and Peintres, Une exploration de la peinture
contemporaine en Suisse Romande at the CACY in Yverdon-les-Bains (2023). In 2021,
she took part in the Swiss Arts Awards in Basel. Her paintings are in numerous private
and public collections, including the FAP, the BNS, BNP Paribas, the BCV, the Villa
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Bernasconi, the town of Lancy, the town of Nyon and the Gymnase de Nyon, as well as
the collection of the Musée d'Art de Pully.
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